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Bernard Taverne, An Introduction to the Regulation of the Petroleum Industry: Laws, Contracts *
and Conventions, Graham & Trotman/Martinus Nijhoff, U.K., 1994, P. 133.
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Bernard Taverne, Petroleum, Industry and Governments: A Study of the Involvement of Industry and
Governments in Exploring for and Producing Petroleum, 2" Edition, Kluwer Law International, the
Netherlands, 2008, P. 120.
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Wan Zulhatiz Zahari, On the Contractual Risk Allocation in Oil and Gas Project, the Law Review,
15/10/2017, P. 171. Furthermore, see: George Foster, Managing Expropriation Risks in the Energy
Sector: Steps for Foreign Investors to Minimise their Exposure and Maximise Prospects for Recovery
when Taking Occur, J. of Energy & Natural Resources Law, Vol. 23, Issue 1, 2005, PP. 36-59.
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See: Bryan Cooper & T.F. Gaskell, North Sea Qil- The Great Gamble, Heinemann, UK., 1966.’

For further information, see: David Johnston and Daniel Johnston, Introduction to Oil Company ®
Financial Analysis, PennWell, Tulsa, U.S., 2006; Daniel Johnston, International Exploration

Economics, Risks and Contract Analysis, PennWell, Tulsa, U.S., 2003; Robert Nicholls, A Review of
Some Aspects of the Organization and Financing of Mineral Resource Ventures, Unv. of New South
Wales Law J., Vol. 1, Issue 4, 1976, PP. 271-97.

For further information, see: www.enverus.com, accessed: 28/1/2026.°
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Eduardo G. Pereira, Ph.D. thesis titled “0Qil and Gas Joint Operating Agreements- Controlling the '
Risks to the Non-Operators”, School of Law at Unv. of Aberdeen, U.K., 2011, P. 39.

‘Participants in the resource industry, while generally operating as competitors, will often form 2

alliances to explore co-operatively in a particular area.” John Tarrant, Agreements to-Operate at
Common Law, Australian Resources & Energy Law J., Vol. 25, Issue 3, 2006, P. 281.
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John Wilkinson, Introduction to Oil and Gas Joint Ventures, Oilfield Publications Ltd, UK., 1997, P.
11.
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Pat Saraceni & Nicholas Summers, Reviewing Knock for Knock Indemnities: Risk Allocation in
Maritime and Offshore Oil and Gas Contracts, Australian and New Zealand Maritime Law J., Vol. 30,
N. 1, 2016, PP. 28-43.

D. J. Gately, The Unincorporated Joint Venture: A Fiduciary Relationship?, AMPL Bulletin, Vol. '°
5,N. 1, 1986, P. 12.

See: John D. Carter, Robert F. Cushman & C. Scott Hartz, the Handbook of Joint Venture, McGraw-'"
Hill Trade, 1988.
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“[Ad].] held or done by, belonging to, two or more persons together. Joint effort/

ownership/responsibility. ”"**
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Sandy Shaw, Joint Operating Agreements, Published in “Upstream Oil and Gas Agreements: with *'
Precedents”, Edited by Martyn R. David, Sweet & Maxwell, U.K., 1996, P. 13.

A.S. Hornby, A.P. Cowie & A.C. Gimson, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current >
English, Oxford University Press, U.S., 1985, P. 458.
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“[Ad].] (i) shared, held or made by two or more people or organizations together: a

joint statement (ii) sharing in a position, achievement or activity: a joint winner (iii)

Law applied or regarded together. Often Contrasted with several. %

"o o Agl) AU G L ST g Gk dasliy ol Ao b i mlhad) 8 oAl sl
t ) i) e (gulat¥) 3)50uSsl asal8 Leile Sl “Operating”

“[with object] (of a person) control of the functioning of (a machine, process, or

system): [...] manage and run (a business), [no object, with adverbial] (of an

organization) be managed in a specified way or from a specified place**

& “Agreement” " "1.0.1\" ALY @,_, ‘b.\;\ u.u.a‘bb.u ;.\J\ j\ @)l CJ.L»AAX\ Jaa <:¢uu ch);\ Q)L\:_a

“a negotiated and typically legally binding arrangement as to a course of action: a

trade agreement. %
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(Joint "iSpiall Glileadl el G e siasy jani (standard forms) sadsall ¢l el Qusall cilalal
Sl anal Al 23K ST Al L (Operator) Jidall sag cdadd aaly iyl Ly 252 Operations)
il b aa bl o Ll e pad) dell GlaY dadee JIK80 sie 8 ) sa WS ddliad) e
O N G e sl GSan Y U lsie G eals) (e el 13gl L lilenll i Ayl Alaial)
G z3gail e edilRalls el g Sl ¢ plalaal) lly 6 Loy Tt o131 130 il (1 ¢ & (35S0
JSaN 1ae Cagiel 0. AT Wi dsris i) gl e paaly S Adipad ity Gam e si e 18 “CAPL”
OS5 Al 13g) i aaly il J8 e (925 Clileall G cuen (Balia (S ol "dide’ mllas Gl 2 dsall

Erin Mckean & ors, Concise Oxford American Dictionary, Oxford University Press, U.S., 2006, P. 2

481.
Id, P. 620>
1d,P.17.%

See the model forms of the JOA: Eduardo G. Pereira, Ph.D. thesis, Op. Cit., PP. 27-32.2
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Sle “Maclean”™ 3! ye Jaiall clehal “CAPL” dial 43)<5 Lo 13 g sl Jg il cililae il

28; ) sal

Provision Modification Rationale For Change
Def’n of Joint-Operator. Deleted, with consequential impact. Term wasn 't needed.

(Y aily pe Gl Y Alls Y 0 48V iy Gl ") daadnll Gl olgie G malsl (g ¢l
LalaSiu aiy ol da@all o3a e O alaiadl i) (e cclld aa “CAPL” diad paly J<i clly b i) LS

Sl il b " Gl 40 ol ) i canall =a V) e (Jo il delia PEREN

DY) J0 Jiall S e Jaias delicall JI Y s cBia IS )

rad) faad) Gl Gy 6T 1) g4

A8 Ay 3y ) el lld Gl Bale Ajed o LS Gl AalSy it Al " e’ AalS sl 13
(B! 138 Hasa (sSi "Wiad LS ) (gl Bl Lasly b e SV e (glad dee i alai
O Cos Gdlie e s il <0 elgu cililanl) i AL GHLY) paes Gt e (g5t LY
oo 2l IS By algll G 85 L (S e SW (Jl) e o) i) gl s GHLY) gl

For further information, see: www.macleanresourcemanagement.com, accessed: 28/1/2026.%
Cited in Eduardo G. Pereira, Ph.D. thesis, Op. Cit., P. 46.%8
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W) oy lilenl 8 AS LA oY) Do Glo aly alandl GLLY) Ga Sl Cadlsl
Gl olail () Wisal) gy yhal el Cldlall o' U il o msiag aiagll 13 “Kaasen”
(Expense 'la 4Sh,&' vjae s (Income Partnership) "Jas aSha' Kay ¥ 48l ol pad) Jadal
e cibine CHRY) elaud G585 o i (Aaaa GEY) glgie OIS 1) «gal 4l (e "Partnership)
(Co- Jaiall (slaas Jadall ¢Jball e Ao colenl] 0585 o 0Sa - bY) gas (sl oo sl Ja

A clileall 3 Gkl djlisw Eus «Operator)

et Y Y el @ padl dadl) cllal b oilall al e Bacaly Sls By olgie yiiad ¢fal
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Glanal g Bl Jors o JRid) e id g o ) 95 4 Guind 1 2lY) 5 CLISILY) ) (30 15,2 53kl sl 29
el al¥) o el Sl o lall By Jrdadl cilialgs algas (35ia g 4 oSS O s ¢oBEY) HSaly glaty Lo (& (5 8al)
u.\.\:\ﬁls.\\)“ LJJ\J&_\;)A.}L@CJM\A_J}).\J\MY\@A;)Jm}e}s.:u\‘\_ﬂcj ‘o)\JY\Mﬂdﬁwa\ &_I\J\)sﬂju.u.\sls.:)dj

m‘!h@@u‘_gdﬁd\ u\;...a\}f bmu\é\.k.u‘).d\ u\SJ.J\ dh‘_gu.acuhs‘s\‘:’_ukum&\ ?\M\ MuSAJLAS
e\S;\ @da\ﬂ\.q@}).\,d\m\ﬂ\ @A;_ge}s:\u\ M‘LA‘-’ c._\.;}\,gm\ LA\ U:\E;\E\&Y\ e 154 3alall Q-\JL\.&‘LAS _4735}).\:\3\
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Mr. Duval recognizes such a situation as follows “However, the operator may not look favorably on *°

project subcommittees headed by non-operators which might infringe on the operator’s “exclusive
charge” over joint operations”. Claude Duval & ors, International Petroleum Exploration and
Exploitation Agreements: Legal, Economic and Policy Aspects, 2" Edition, Barrows Company Ltd.,
U.S., 2009, P. 293.

Qajj ) Jaw e s dS..Iu Ayl Glal ) (PSA) "Gti.'a:}]\ plud) Bl aulely ¥ Ladie Jilae 4id Ghasy a8 31
i ,sg\ o }s ch_ﬁ\J\ m u,u "Cw\ euuu pae o sl }u: g ,54 Ui G ) eum L;;Lc e @uﬂ A3 . )n fu Js;J\

calalasy) uAJ:m.J\ \J@J 4.\;.».\1\_1 MY\ qu: g_qjﬂ.n Py JA\
Ian Rutledge, Report about “The Sakhalin II PSA- a Production ‘Non-sharing’ Agreement, Analysis
of Revenue Distribution”, Sheffield Energy & Resources Information Services (SERIS), prepared for:
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Platform, CEE, Friends of Earth, Sakhalin Environment, WWF (UK), Pacific Environment, Nov. 2004,
PP. 15-18.

“The combinations under review are generally called 'unincorporated joint ventures', 'joint operating >
agreements', or 'operating procedures.' The terminology varies from project to project and from country
to country but the salient features are reasonably constant.” James G. Jackson, Agency in Joint
Operating Agreements and Joint Ventures, AMPL Bulletin, Vol. 5, N. 1, 1986, P. 239.
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ST 380 m 8 0S5 0l i el Gy el a3 8 203 (el e sl Al sl 5 (5 el S LA ¢ S SRl
Y1 ¢l L s Ll st )5 lDlal) o3 Jha wodait) 4531 shas Aole Jas i ) dala i ¢S ¢ L 51 shose
Aeliall clllaie 4055 58

ALl Al Uadl e oK) al e ¢ 5 i ol gyl o S (6 oSy " 81 e 20107132 a8 o 588l (e 5 Balall il 34
" o skal 13 5,15;‘! 188 5 ol

w}@udmuc_m LGJ\MMIAWU\;@}\\A«:WGA(MJMY\)MM\W\UMMM\ 35
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-2 A jifall a i) US55 G Lad ) pia Al -1 1L Led o jiiall Q) LY LiuluY) Calaa Y i 36
Ot L iyl 5 Gl (il 55 -3 feiall Eam i gy el VL old i) 38 Jiie Clilae iy o) 52l e (Gl
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Tim Martin, John Gilbert & Martin Gusy, A Global Review of Joint Operating Agreement Disputes, ].
of World Energy Law & Business, Vol. 13, Issue 3, Oxford University Press, 2020, P. 206. Furthermore,
see: Patrick H. Martin, Current Joint Operating Agreement Developments, Annual Institute on Mineral
Law, Vol. 65, 2018, P. 17-18.

JOAs typically provide an express statement that the obligations and liabilities under the agreement 3’
are individual, not joint or collective, along with saying that the agreement is not, as illustrated in the §
14.1 of the AIEN-2012 model JOA: “The Rights, duties, obligations, and liabilities of the parties [...]
shall be individual, not joint or collective.”

Harry Sullivan, The Scope of the JOA, Published in “Understanding Joint Operating Agreements”,>®
Edited by Eduardo G. Pereira, Intersentia, U.K., 2017, P. 164.

e deall Blai jeaty of (K yadiall Jaaeall 31 i gy Jand) (3Uai 8 Aa jadl) 3] (il LY aghy o)f agall (g 39
Glail) Ca el LaBale @l (e dedl candy o) oSy ol Adpiadl) da gSal) Bl alSal s say Caslhae i/ 540 7 semse 58 Lasle) 5
" ihal) Clileall” Cag ye5 yuay o 55 penlly o Y elld e 5 Sl o il Sl (31 Com pay S ik e 4T,
R e Al 5 o g el al ) ALEAN) At Qi 48U s 55 (S L) ¢ SUEY )yl 5 gy adaiadll) ddaisY) e
=

Priya Shah, Joint Operating Agreements, Published in “Oil and Gas: A Practical Handbook”, Edited
by Renad Younes, 3" Edition, Globe Law and Business, U.K., 2018, P. 28.

954 oind )l LY 5 QLIS T8 (e 36.1 3alall gl ) 40

954 ofiad )l ZLEY) 5 GLESLLY) T8 (10 36.25 34.6 Ciald) gl 41

Sandy Shaw, Op. Cit., P. 15.%

13
"ciladhall g o sl SNl asghall ACE) 1l Ao lia B bl Sl P Gpaall



http://www.ajsp.net/

il aapellal

Q’AJSP

Gl g cpalil) aael) — adil) )
22026 — blidi — 2 :laal)

www.ajsp.net

ISSN: 2663-5798 || Arab Journal for Scientific Publishing

INNEE" & o, @) Some g nuty Smaw gy o !w [ WERSCO e

A< il lleal) Cimy (K4 ¢ gine Jacals PGl e Ll A0 Glileall Jiadl ool ) Gpadll
G )z lyly Calasaay) dlal e 23l LR elaly Gaand) dujled Lyl daisl) il

LAY L @il Jaedall Bl Al S

S aeg b daiy o b O iy (1) *iElad Bls o)l ) “ATEN” Gl z3ses (3Uai b iy
Jeis of Cipba 6V ¥ (3) POty il ay L oLl e 18 il US 05 o i (2) Pea o310
alais a5l ol 4 2oy e Jeis il (f b of i Y (4) Vealeds o i Y ST el Sl 4 s Wl L
Glail Lpgn Baal plecy gl lia celly e 3dle ® il dadil 8 AL 05 Y QIS yuall
Gsinll gaan (o 4l Laes e Jgemall Cigla (K1 3a0 (1) 1 VIS Lty CATEN-20127 z3sas

KOS (2) A il dabaid) o Aad3ll (e LRV ie Ay Canges z8 GlisnlSs s sy clladly

Peter Roberts & Reg Fowler, Joint Operating Agreements: A Practical Guide, 4™ Edition, Globe **
) Law and Business, U.K., 2020, P. 47.
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See § 3.3.A & § 3.3.B of the AIEN-2012 model JOA.#

Peter Roberts & Reg Fowler, 4™ Edition, Op. Cit., P. 48.5°
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(Underlift) aiasall adliaiu) e J8 J g 5 438

e sl 2 G AS AN Clilaall aaas 8 Galial g “AMPLA” s “AIEN” & jidall sl 31 z3las o5 57
Vet 43l Cn e A3 ST AS yitiall lilenll 2at] “ATEN” 68 Gb  SAL jaaally o€l Jans <ol bY) apen
sl Jia ¥ g s ohal) sl 353 (A Juaill 138 (G s (e 02 ) e (Upstream) asiall g 5 e Jal e ¢y Ala e JS
i e e

Yanal Abul Failat and Eduardo Pereira, Standards and Practices in JOAs Across the Petroleum
Industry, Published in “Understanding Joint Operating Agreements”, Edited by Eduardo G. Pereira,
Intersentia, U.K., 2017, P. 118.

The AIEN JOA specifically excludes the following from its scope: “construction, operation,
ownership, maintenance, repair, and removal of facilities downstream from the delivery point;
transportation of the parties’ entitlements downstream from the delivery point; marketing and sales of
hydrocarbons, except where expressly authorised (sole risk, failure or refusal to lift creating an
operation issue, and default); acquisition of rights to explore for, appraise, develop or produce
hydrocarbons outside of the common block or area (other than through unitisation); and exploration,
appraisal development, or production of minerals other than hydrocarbons, whether inside or outside
of the common block or area.” AIEN-2012 model JOA § 3.1.B.

See: Harry Sullivan, Op. Cit., P. 171.%°

“EN.L” Ly Galediall e §saall Claal J (0 95 4 (iad )l & Jadia 3a aleaS “TotalEnergies” o a3 60
il Gl ge anes 335 JadieS Jead (“Novatek” 48 48 cilas) a2y) “QatarEnergy” s
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Landall (ga¥) clalnN g Aol muen (e Agia dlang tASHA] Glaail) (e Lgall dilasy desluall
BWEY) e

Lot i wing GUEY) & BhaluY) GLLY) cput aiy el ndall dsrdall Q) e (6l godase 8 ¢ Ml
ity ddnde Culluly Gl Jais il Judall il dehise 73l @.lgle (mglial) a0l
IS b "aSla) dilag’ deod & el Janll Gl sns 58l 4 3edie g Lo OSUp cdiline Cilallias
SHRY) Jass (530 Bgiall ol o3a (uSas OtASLAA s 3 3l ok oo L s dghe Cans

gilaliilly Lg8gaal

Lae ¢ unll ZUY) o pgiian o gapdall o8 deany of o dall duil) Gl Jab ple 4ns
8 s 0.2 Yy g pall Byalaall LSL) (Lgpmll LosSally Ll Js il 3S58) GHLY) pues ey
(Corporation & jidill ¢ ydall i€ Lgiylae xie (JVCs) Lalel) 48 ibiall ojliiall bl 5300 i)
Gias liae idall Jurall Gl Gkl el b 68yl £Ske ¢ gaslinal lgangas clliay Y Cus JV)
Gy AS el lShiaal) i) Jienll il 3gas adny AS ke LW Lgieas g9l (Facilities)

See: Claude Duval & ors, Op. Cit., PP. 289-91; Charez Golvala, Upstream Joint Ventures- bidding °'
and operating agreements, Published in “0il and Gas: A Practical Handbook”, Edited by Geoffrey
Picton-Turbervill, 1% Edition, Globe Law and Business, U.K., 2009, P. 46.

sxilall 2 aill ALE e 45 ghe Ao Ll "AS JLdkal) Apaad® 95 4 (a1l Z Y CLESILY) B (he 2 salal) e 62
Y e AUl iy asall 5 il gall 5 LYy §sially Jpal) B G alia (K

Sandy Shaw, Op. Cit., P. 16.9

Yanal Abul Failat and Eduardo Pereira, Op. Cit., P. 120.%

‘fﬂ.um UJJ\AH JAi sdjsal\ &_1\;...4\2( da.aé.a\ ‘_Ax; 9‘5 4 um)ﬂ C\.u‘i\‘g iy ‘;uﬁ\m\ e 19 1 3alall u_)l.u\ 65
U] Gy ial) J g (e e IS el Alaall gy J gl g U olakais il BN ASSY 5 o) 2! e al)
S 2010/132 aby 0518 (30 4 53lall () sanime o (s Y e 138 5 43 ya Lyt Ly Gl 5 LaDlinsl 5 (i)
TouaCal) clinal) Gl ey (e 25,1 saldl cdlaal el e s e A5 jaall A il o ) sall e A1 gall ol ) & Ll
by o siall Clanal e Al (Jriall elle L ¢BlasY) bl G 5 430 il AaiiVl Jal e 3 sial) Clanal (e daliall
AEY) el (s Ju g @ 050 e e Bla raai s A gall ) Ll
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23sail) J<all amy o Cagllad) 52 e .CAPL®® s OEUK®” AIEN®S¢Jlial) s e oz 3lail dibida
Josll &gilall adail) (ymmy 5 e a2l e Jidiall @5l Ll sl collal il el Jurdall Uiy
L) 53 ol ga Jadall (6 L Bale L3Sl 13g) AS)Lie Las (e if 1As llan w8 P(Siae lu)
Sy Sl Gl dely gt widh G canly (il lasgo S50 chay (530 LY 70‘):»:\ 5
a8 e 2ly Jaddl fuen &djﬂ\@yu\u‘u\ﬁ\wLM\@‘Ja& soke T claliill anle
(3) ¢Lagads lenlal dajide Llee o alyaY) 58 (2) cdall syl (1) sdads 8 ally ALy Lzl
@y Al bzl Uas (5) ¢ jseanll @yd) Jalad (4) bl MY cajell Juledlly Shlaal aud

P e il dadsly cillaally Al

(2) (AFE) 3WY) moleas il maball slac) (1) 1l Lo Jidall Lt i) Jais o
LY (e OS S @legleally UL ¢ ylall aois (3) ¢(OpCom) Abaal) Lial) (ye sadieal) malyall 2
AL s el deliva g pial el asdl) el so JRaal EY Bl Plegpadl b ciadl e

“Joint Property means, at any point in time, all wells, facilities, equipment, materials, information, %

funds, and property (other than hydrocarbons) held for use in Joint Operations’. AIEN model JOA §
1.40.

‘Joint Property means all property acquired or held for use in connection with the Joint Operations’. %’
OEUK model JOA § 1.1.

“Joint Property means the Joint Lands, together with all other tangible and intangible property held
for the relevant time, including funds, wells , Production Facilities and other equipment and materials’.
CAPL model OP § 1.01.

B e 34.3 sal) (gl s CLASILY) A8 mial Y1 pandl ) dag oyl g (e () 38 5.2 sald) sl 69
sl & il el FHEY L ) ASSYL Galal (2) Galdd e 2 53l ) Bil) 95 4 (0 gy iyl
58 Gall calia S 1Y 5l (% 10) Al 3 ke o J81 Gl aalia A4S JLie dous (5S5 Y 481 ) 95 4 (iad 11 (LY
(%35) Aally (0 5 dseds (e JB as)um:\,.mwsw (Jadall

U JSEN e 43 giall Gl RY) G il 2022 ST (2 DY) e Ayl “Novatek” 48 5é lawil Ji 70
Jsaa s “Novatek” lawsl ji e “Novatek” 48 i %20 ¢“E.N.1.” 48,4 %40 «“TotalEnergies” 45 »& %40
%35 ¢“TotalEnergies” 48y %35 : JUlS maail 45 giall andll cilde (@Y (jaa il&a “QatarEnergy” 48
“QatarEnergy” 4S )& %30 ¢“E.N.1.” 4S 4

Eduardo G. Pereira, Ph.D. thesis, Op. Cit., P. 51.7!

OEUK model JOA § 6.2.4 (b).”?

Typically, the operator’s list of responsibilities is more exhaustive- see the AIEN model JOA § 4.2.B; 7
OEUK model JOA § 6; CAPL model OP § 3.
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(ATENT7 z 3L (' jhally Alghaall’ jline delisall Lindsaill el Juacl) calalin) a3as . Lagloi€al) ey

.bles 35k CAPLY 3 AAPL” «OEUK™

Aa Giiay LAl i i 301 G oY1 (20 paes Uile (ol () (53l o) Y1 3485 e s 20203 Jal (30 74
Ol A g e My (BhaT 5 () a1 5 (SR o) 106 il o (B ()5S o (I8 el ia o) VI IS 1305
o.AAE}Ldméu:udpd&w\}m:\&udﬁﬂcwuaﬂ\eﬁygns:d.\.uy}i e Jaw ol VI S 1Y) Wl
‘_ga\_,)lhd\mudb el e cpnadl DAl cpaall J3 ansy Wl 5 il o3a (3aa ade 2aer Gl Y Al axe Gl syl
2 ddaall o(dady JMAY) ol ja ~dial) JET) bl 1o Saal @A auld G dena 33aall dagill ) d)m}u el Janm
206 .0= 2018 (bl 43 aall sl @) sl ¢ Axphall

B 0518 e 6715 27 2 sall aly Jasill delial syl A jleall Jsn 450N A5 il Clay ) adm b L a7
@) psmall 50 1059 95 4 (x5l LY 5 aliiuY) ) e 18.1517.1(e) «17.1(c)(i) <15.1 ¢2010/132
&b 20 2l diew )l sasall iy il AadalU ddas Al sel @l daal slaidl 2013/4/30 &k 10289
954 oiad U SU & jidal) Jaadal) Blal #35ai (10 4.2 ¢2319 .= <2013/5/9

Bernard Taverne, Petroleum, Industry and Governments: A Study of the Involvement of Industry ’®
and Governments in Exploring for and Producing Petroleum, Op. Cit., P. 142.

The Operator is obliged to perform its duties ‘in a diligent, safe and efficient manner in accordance ”’
with good and prudent petroleum industry practices and field conservation principles generally followed
by the international petroleum industry under similar circumstances’. AIEN model JOA § 4.2 (B-2).
‘The application of those methods and practices customarily used in good and prudent oil and gas '
field practice in the UKCS with that degree of diligence and prudence reasonably and ordinarily
exercised by experienced operators engaged in the UKCS in a similar activity under similar
circumstances and conditions’. OEUK model JOA § 1.1.

The operator ‘shall timely commence and conduct all activities or operations in a good and ™
workmanlike manner, as would a prudent operator under the same or similar circumstances’. AAPL
model JOA form 810 § 5.2; AAPL model JOA form 610 § V (A).

The Operator should conduct its duties ‘diligently, in a good and workmanlike manner and in %°

accordance with good oilfield practice, including prudent reservoir management and conservation
principles’. CAPL model OP § 3.4.
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Y adl N Q54 (piad 1) EEY) o) @ yidall Gl ABEY )l HSaYL Galall (7) Gald) (e 5.1 ol oLl 81

A3 5 oY) LAWY DB o pay 4305 yil) AdadiVL Al OIS Sadie 40 € A iled S5 Y 5 AL i Jrdiall G 53

& yidall Jael)

82 Jubilee Easo, Managing the Risk Catastrophic events on the UK Continental Shelf, International
Law Office, Ashurst | Energy & Natural Resources, U.K., 31/8/2010, P. 7.

i 8,k diiiay Caplall Alala ol el (gl JRdial) s gl iy Wi iy s el ) 90 (e Ll Caliag Jadiall 50 83

(Cash 23l clhadll il gaca JBall Jass e diland) G jlaal) o lliaall 8 Lal 90 31 038 Ly Jard ) 45 Hkal)

e ol Gafileal) Gl JRdiall ol G (@l jidall Jdil) (3 s ser (Invoices Request) sl sill il i Calls)

A il cililaall ol ya) CallSs e clld g cands I3 A Lay el Y

Peter Roberts & Reg Fowler, 41 Edition, Op. Cit., P. 30.

O B e ) i) e Jrdiall (i e Miad @l jidall Qe Bl G 438 “Peter Roberts™ dtiuwd) & ol 84

Aaill @il daeul) diail g5 e cile ) oda dli e 30 Caplall Jaad 4913 3ag cpaedll () g JrdieS okl

oSy ) AL alai U 2550 sad) Allsall () G o(Jsaa¥) dad ccila shaall ) J samn sl) cdiala¥) <l Siall ¢ Ll

AR e gAY Gkl Allal s

Peter Roberts & Reg Fowler, 41 Edition, Op. Cit., P. 68.
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See: Tim Boykett & ors, Qil Contracts- How to Read and Understand them, 1* Edition, Times Up *°
Press, UK., 2012, P. 89.
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“Joint Operating Agreements in the Petroleum Industry: Conceptual Ambiguity and the
Imbalance in the Allocation of Authorities”

Researcher:

Mostapha al-Masry
Under Supervision: Dr. Mona al-Ashkar
Islamic University of Lebanon, Faculty of Law
Abstract:

This study examines the legal framework of Joint Operating Agreements (JOAs) in the oil and gas industry, as the principal
contractual mechanism governing joint petroleum projects. The significance of the research lies in highlighting the
conceptual and practical gap between the designation of the JOA as a “joint” operating arrangement and its actual
implementation, where operational control is concentrated in the hands of the operator, while non-operators primarily bear
costs and share revenues. The main objective of the study is to critically assess the concept of “joint operations” in light of
industry practice and to evaluate the implications of the imbalance in the allocation of powers and responsibilities among
JOA parties. To this end, the research adopts an analytical and critical methodology, based on the examination of standard
JOA models and their interaction with industry practice and comparative legal scholarship in oil and gas law. The key
findings reveal that prevailing JOAs do not establish genuinely joint operations, but rather function as mechanisms for the
allocation of costs and revenues, reinforcing the centrality of the operator. This structural imbalance contributes to contractual
tensions and constitutes an underlying factor in disputes within petroleum joint ventures. The implications of these findings
point to the need for re-evaluating existing JOA models, particularly in emerging oil and gas jurisdictions, in order to enhance
contractual balance, transparency, and long-term project stability.
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Joint Operating Agreement; Oil and Gas Law; Joint Venture; Operator and Non-Operators; Contractual Imbalance.
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